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Symposium Planning Update 
By Graham Nasby, General Symposium Chair 
 
The symposium committee has been hard at work since I last 
wrote to you in our Fall 2012 newsletter.  Our program 
committee is taking shape, and I look forward to introducing 
them to you in our next newsletter. We also have a strong 
organizing committee this year with both familiar faces and 
several new members. 
 
I’m pleased to announce the three invited speakers for our 
symposium. They are: 
  

Bill Hollifield, of PAS, will be giving a follow-up 
presentation to the “high performance HMIs” talk that he 
gave this past year. For 2013, he will be presenting results 
of a recent EPRI study about high performance HMIs and 
how the findings can be applied to our sector.  
 
Joe Cusimano, of exida, will give a “state of the union” 
address about the current state of cyber security in 
municipal water plants in the world. John is also the 
instructor of the optional 2-day in-depth cyber security 
course that is being offered in conjunction with the 
symposium.  
 
P. Hunter Vegas, of Avid Solutions, will present an 
invited talk about how to plan and manage successful 
SCADA retrofit projects.  Mr. Vegas also recently co-
authored a book entitled “100 Tips for a Successful 
Automation Career” (available at www.isa.org/books) 

 
I’m also pleased to share the details about the two optional 
ISA training courses that are being offered in conjunction with 
the symposium. Read on in this newsletter for more details. 
 .

Call for Abstracts – Last Call  
By Joe Provenzano, Program Committee Chair 
 
Interested in presenting? There is still time to submit your 250 
word abstract. Abstracts must be submitted electronically via 
email to the program committee. 
 

See the Call for Abstracts on page 16  
Or visit www.isawwsymposium.com   

 
I personally invite anyone who is involved with the 
automation, instrumentation, system integration, operation, 
maintenance, management and/or construction of facilities the 
water/wastewater sector to submit an abstract this year.  
 
There are three ways you can present your work: 
 30 minute PowerPoint presentation (no paper) 
 6-12 page paper and a 30 minute PowerPoint presentation 
 Large format 3’x4’ poster 

 
This year’s symposium also has two speaking tracks: 
 Track 1 – Instrumentation, System Integration, 

Automation, Plant Case Studies, New Technologies 
 Track 2 – Smart Water SCADA, HMI, Human Factors, 

Alarm Management, Plant Optimization 
 

In both speaking tracks, we welcome both technical and “case-
study” submissions. Case studies can showcase new plants, 
plant upgrades, plant optimizations and/or the implementation 
of new technologies.  Lessons-learned talks are also welcome. 
 
Looking for some ideas on what to present? Visit the 
symposium website at www.isawwsymposium.com for a list 
of over 200 topic ideas under the “Call for Abstracts” link. 
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